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Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Pageant Announces Changes to Attract and Benefit Contestants in 2026 

The Oklahoma Rodeo Pageants Council is announcing major changes to the format for the Miss 

Rodeo Oklahoma competition scheduled for June 9–12, 2026, in Woodward, Okla. The changes 

are designed to make the pageant more attractive and affordable to contestants across its four 

age divisions. 

“We are reducing the length of the pageant by a day and have restructured the clothing 

requirements for several aspects of the competition,” said Reba Lasater, ORPC president. 

“We’ve also lowered the entry age to 9 for the Princess division in response to young cowgirls 

wanting to enter. 

“The Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Pageant will celebrate its 70th year in 2026, and our hardworking 

volunteers work year-round to offer an experience that is highly regarded across Oklahoma and 

the nation,” Lasater continued. “We strive to be ever evolving to make improvements that help 

us provide diverse opportunities for the development of the young women.” 

Coronation will be held in the arena at the Woodward Elks Rodeo prior to the start on Friday, 

June 12. The tentative start time is 5:30 p.m. The Woodward Elks Rodeo is a Platinum sponsor of 

the pageant and has been its host home since 2017. Titleholders and contestants appear nightly 

during each performance of the rodeo. 

Streamlined Schedule & Updated Wardrobe Requirements 

The 2026 pageant will feature a more efficient format, updated to better align with the needs of 

contestants and their families. 

• Fashion Show: This fan-favorite event will continue to highlight both fashion-forward 

outfits and sponsored looks. 

• Western Elegance Change: The Western elegance portion of the Fashion Show is being 

retired, eliminating the need for a high-end formal fashion outfit—one of the costliest 

elements for contestants. 

• Horsemanship Wardrobe: Horsemanship competition attire will shift to blue denim 

Wrangler jeans and arena shirts, mirroring what titleholders typically wear while 

carrying out their duties. This change also eliminates the previous requirement for 

monochromatic dyed jeans and matching shirts, reducing cost and simplifying 

preparation. 



Enhanced Feedback for Contestants 

Contestants will receive score sheets and judges’ comments following the pageant. This 

addition is intended to help guide future participation and support personal growth across all 

categories. ORPC leadership says this transparency reflects the organization’s commitment to 

development, learning, and encouraging continued involvement. 

Lasater noted that while all official documents must receive final approval from Miss Rodeo 

America Inc., draft documents reflecting these updates are already posted at 

missrodeoklahoma.org. The early release is part of the renewed effort to recruit more 

contestants to benefit from what many alumni describe as a life-changing experience. 

The entry deadline for the 2026 pageant is April 10, with titleholders selected to serve during 

2027. Winners officially begin their reign January 1, 2027, allowing several months after the 

pageant to secure sponsors and prepare for the year ahead. 

“The Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Pageant has made many changes over the decades to reflect an 

evolving organization. We sought feedback from many stakeholders to inform these changes,” 

said Lasater. “These new aspects of the pageant come on the heels of significant expansion of 

scholarships and contestant prizes in recent years. The Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Pageant is an 

organization on the rise, and we welcome supporters, participants and volunteers to help us 

make the program even greater.” 
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The 2026 Miss Rodeo Oklahoma royalty are left to right: Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Teen Lily Gilliam, 

Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Landry Layton, and Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Princess Evie Braun. 

Editor’s Note: 

Additional high-resolution photos are available upon request. Interviews with ORPC board leaders and titleholders 

can be arranged. 

 


